Stokes Valley Book Group
The Sea is a Harsh Mistress

January 2019

The old man and the sea / Ernest Hemingway
An aging Cuban fisherman, alone in a small skiff, catches a magnificent marlin and
must defy the sea, marauding sharks, and his own flagging strength to bring his great
catch home.

The Sea Around us/ Rachael Carlson
Carson's writing teems with stunning, memorable images--the newly formed Earth
cooling beneath an endlessly overcast sky; the centuries of nonstop rain that created
the oceans; giant squids battling sperm whales hundreds of fathoms below the
surface; and incredibly powerful tides moving 100 billion tons of water daily in the Bay
of Fundy. Quite simply, she captures the mystery and allure of the ocean with a
compelling blend of imagination and expertise Today, with the oceans endangered by
the dumping of medical waste and ecological disasters such as the Exxon oil spill in
Alaska, this illuminating volume provides a timely reminder of both the fragility and the
importance of the ocean and the life that abounds within it. Anyone who loves the sea,
or who is concerned about our natural environment, will want to read this classic work.

A mile down : the true story of a disastrous career at sea / David Vann
Part high-seas adventure, part journey of self-discovery, this is a gripping and
unforgettable story of struggle and redemption by a writer at the top of his game.

Orkney / Amy Sackville
On a remote island in Orkney, a curiously-matched couple arrive on their honeymoon.
He is an eminent literature professor; she was his pale, enigmatic star pupil. Alone
beneath the shifting skies of this untethered landscape, the professor realises how
little he knows about his new bride and yet, as the days go by and his mind turns
obsessively upon the creature who has so beguiled him, she seems to slip ever
further from his yearning grasp. Where does she come from? Why did she ask him to
bring her north? What is it that constantly draws her to the sea?

Jack London : the call of the wild ; White fang ; The sea wolf / Jack
London
The Sea-Wolf is a 1904 psychological adventure novel by Jack London about a
literary critic Humphrey van Weyden. The story starts with him aboard a San
Francisco ferry, called Martinez, which collides with another ship in the fog and sinks.
He is set adrift in the Bay, eventually being picked up by Wolf Larsen. Larsen is the
captain of a seal-hunting schooner, the Ghost. Brutal and cynical, yet also highly
intelligent and intellectual, he rules over his ship and terrorizes the crew with the aid of
his exceptionally great physical strength
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Moby-duck/ Donovan Hohn
When the writer Donovan Hohn heard of the mysterious loss of thousands of bath
toys at sea, he figured he would interview a few oceanographers, talk to a few
beachcombers, and read up on Arctic science and geography. But questions can be
like ocean currents: wade in too far, and they carry you away.

The Terror: a novel / Dan Simmons
The crews of Her Majesty's ships Erebus and The Terror are trapped in the Arctic ice
for two years without a thaw. Something is out there in the frigid darkness, stalking
their ships, snatching one seaman at a time, leaving bodies horribly mutilated or
simply vanished. A nameless thing, at once nowhere and everywhere

Shark drunk : the art of catching a large shark from a tiny rubber dinghy
in a big ocean / Morten Strøksnes
In the great depths surrounding the remote Lofoten islands in Norway lives the
Greenland shark. Twenty-six feet in length and weighing more than a tonne, it can live
for 200 years. Its fluorescent green, parasite-covered eyes are said to hypnotise its
prey, and its meat is so riddled with poison that, when consumed, it sends people into
a hallucinatory trance. Shark Drunk is, in part, the tale of two men in a very small boat
on the trail of a very big fish. It is also a story of obsession, enchantment and
adventure. Above all, it is a love song to the sea, in all its mystery, hardship, wonder
and life-giving majesty.

20,000 leagues under the sea/ Jules Verne
Professor Aronnax and his two companions, trapped aboard a fantastic submarine as
prisoners of the deranged Captain Nemo, come face to face with exotic ocean
creatures and strange sights hidden from the world above.

New Zealand shipwrecks:Charles William Ingram & Percy Owen Wheatley
Since the publication of the first edition in 1936, New Zealand Shipwrecks has been
the authority on maritime disasters in our waters. This hugely readable reference
records the details of more than 2200 shipwrecks and highlights those of special
significance and drama, telling exciting tales of daring, bravery or treasure never
found. An indispensable record of a fascinating aspect of New Zealand's maritime
history. This 8th edition includes 245 new entries as well as updated information on
many wrecks.

